
What
Do You
Think?

ush!" On March d, that cry will send
more than a thousand sled dogs run-
ning as this year's Iditarod begins.

During the annual race, teams of 12 to 16 dogs
each will haul their sleds and drivers from
Anchorage to Nome. That is a trek of more than
i, 150 miles across Alaska's frozen wilderness.

The fastest-ever team made the trip in
8 days, 22 hours, 46 minutes, and 2 seconds.
The going is tough on the sled drivers, but
some people worry more about the dogs.

To animal-rights activists, Alaska's
most popular sporting event is "cruel and
inhumane." But Iditarod organizers and fans
..ly that the racing dogs are doing what they
Mive, and receive good care. What do you
think? Is the Iditarod a cruel sport?

In the January 18,2010, issue of JS, we asked, "Should soda be taxed?" Here is what you said: Yes; 40X; No: 60%



These dogs are running for their lives!
The only way to
make an animal

run so fast for so
long is to beat it and

yellatit,saysKristie
Phelps, a spokesperson for PETA
[People forthe Ethical Treatment of
Animals]. "There's no humane way
to force dogs to run more than 1,000
miles in subzero temperatures."

Don't dogs love to run? Yes,
Phelps concedes, "but given the
choice, they wouldn't participate in
a race this extreme and physically
debilitating [exhausting]."

Michael Markarian says that
his organization, the Humane
Society, does not oppose sled
dogs or mushing. "But the record
of dog deaths [at the Iditarod]

demonstrates that the organizers
should do more to address animal
welfare," he tells JS. Last year
alone, five dogs died alongthe trail.

Animal-rights groups also argue
that dogs are mistreated off the
trail. Before and afterthe Iditarod,
says Phelps, "[they] spend the
year in cramped kennels Those
not chosen to race are killed."

Get real! Running is in their blood.
People who

fret about the
Iditarod's animal-

welfare record have
never seen the joy that

sled dogs take in racing. "These
dogs are athletes," says Diane
Johnson, the Iditarod's education
director. "Running is in their blood,
their hearts, and their souls."

Some animals have died
during the race, Johnson admits.
Last year was unusually harsh
because of a blizzard. But Iditarod
organizers aim to lose not even one
dog. During the race, there are long
breaks every few hours. Dogs are
examined by veterinarians at each
ofthe 26 checkpoints.

Before the race, "Every dog has

to go through an extensive physical
exam," Johnson says. "If a dog is
sluggish, it is dropped off with the
vet and flown back to Anchorage."

Carl Rogge is a veterinarian who
has volunteered for the Iditarod
for the past decade. "Vets care
about dogs," he says, "and no
participating vet has everclaimed
that the Iditarod is cruel."
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