
Maarten tagging a young fox
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A Lot to Learn
Maarten has learned a lot about Arctic foxes by studying 

the same ones year after year. Each July, he and a group of 

researchers carefully trap the foxes. Every fox is weighed 

and given a name. A color tag is placed in each ear. The tags 

help Maarten keep track of the foxes from year to year. He 

can learn where each animal has traveled and how much he 

or she has grown.



Maarten letting a fox go after tagging it

During much of the Arctic 
winter, the sun doesn’t rise. 
It’s dark 24 hours a day! In 
the area where Maarten 
does his research, there 
are about 18 weeks each 
summer when the sun 
doesn’t set at all!
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Maarten is always discovering how smart and tough 

these foxes are. They have to be. In the Arctic, winter lasts 

for eight months. Powerful snowstorms are common and 

temperatures can fall to –58°F (–50°C). How can any animal 

survive in a climate like this?




