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K-5 CCS/Balanced Literacy Unit of Study Planner

Module:    2         Unit Title:  Stone Fox



Grade:      3                          Days in Unit:  

	Unit Focus (Application to module):
	Students will learn to analyze for author’s craft in narrative text, including being able to interpret words and phrases, unlock the structure of text, and understand point of view and author’s purpose.  Students will then use this knowledge to conduct deeper analysis of narrative works in both writing and speaking, and compose narrative text using more sophisticated techniques.

	Common Core Standard(s) to address:


	Reading Literature
· RL 3.4- Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, distinguishing literal from non-literal language
· RL 3.5- Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems when writing or speaking about a text, using terms such as chapter, scene, and stanza; describe how each successive part builds on earlier sections
· RL 3.6- Distinguish their own point of view from that of the narrator or those of the characters
Writing

· WS 3.2- Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly
· WS 3.3- Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events 
· WS 3.7- Conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a topic
· WS 3.11- Create and present a poem, narrative, play, art work, or personal response to a particular author or theme studied in class
Speaking & Listening

· 3.1- Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly


	Enduring Understandings/ Essential Questions to be addressed:
	· Why authors use the words they do (meanings/phrases as they are used in the text to make us feel a certain way)
· How parts of a story build on each other (using terms like chapter, stanza, etc)

	Macro/microconcepts to be addressed:
	Macroconcepts:

Authors use various crafting techniques when writing.

· Author’s craft in literature

· Word choice

· Text features

· Text structure

Writing with evidence

Microconcepts:

· Central Message/Moral 

· Sequence of Events 

· Literal vs. Non-Literal (Figurative) Language 

· Point of View 

· Informative/Explanatory Writing 

· Narrative Writing 

· Conducting Research 



	Critical Content to be addressed:
	Skills to be addressed:

	Literature

RL 3.4

· Distinguishing literal from non-literal language helps determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in texts

RL 3.5


· Structures of texts relate to each other in a sequential or logical way which aids in the analysis of literature 

RL 3.6

· Reader’s point of view may vary and may be different from the narrator’s and/or characters’ points of view

RL 3.10

· Read and comprehend literature within the high end of the grades 2-3 text complexity band independently and proficiently.

Writing

W 3.2

· Informative/explanatory writing is used to examine topics and convey ideas.

W 3.3

· Narrative writing is constructed with text-specific technique through the use of dialogue, temporal words, and sense of closure

W 3.7

· Short research projects build knowledge with relevant details to answer a specific questions

W 3.11

· Readers respond in a variety of ways 

Speaking/Listening

SL 3.1

Collaborative discussions with diverse partners lead to social construction of knowledge

	Literature

RL 3.4

· Determine the meaning of words and phrases

· Distinguish literal from non-literal language

RL 3.5

· Identify parts of stories, dramas, and poems and describe their relationships (use terms such as chapter, scene, stanza)

RL 3.6

· Recognize that a reader’s point of view may or may not differ from the point of view of characters and narrators 

RL 3.10

· Read and understand complex text independently

Writing

W 3.2

· Write informative text 
· Develop a topic with facts, information, and details
· Use linking words and phrases

· Provide a concluding statement

W 3.3

· Write narrative texts

· Develop experiences

· Use descriptive words in relation to actions, thoughts, and experiences

· Use dialogue

· Use temporal words (first, next, last, then (time/order words)

· Include details to develop characters

· Provide closure

W 3.7

· Build knowledge and conduct research

· Include relevant details

· Answer a specific question

W 3.11

· Respond to literature in a variety of ways (poems, narratives, plays, works of art, or personal responses) 

· Recognize the elements of a variety of genre in order to create a personal response 

Speaking/Listening

SL 3.1

· Engage in collaborative discussions 

· Be prepared to discuss texts

· Follows norms for discussions

· Ask questions to check understanding

Stay on topic and maintain relevancy

	Materials and Resources
	Complex text(s):                                                                                   
Stone Fox by John Reynolds Gardiner


	
	Related short texts (include text from a variety of genre at instructional/independent level):

Poem: The Iditarod Trail by Amy Ludwig VanDerwater, found on www.poemfarm.amylv.com
Article: Is the Iditarod Cruel to Dogs?, 2010, Junior Scholastic

Article: Leader of the Pack, Weekly Reader

Article: Beyond Her Limits (2005) Scholastic Scope
Article: It is About the Dogs! Iditarod Sled Dogs Ready to Run! (2010) by Nikki Allen

Article: A Fox of Many Colors
Article: A Lot to Learn
Article: Living with Foxes

Article: The Hardest Time of All

Article: Bravery at Bat (Scholastic News)

	
	Instructional Technology:

http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/iditarod/historic/index.asp?article=historic_iditarod
http://espn.go.com/espn/print?id=2373895&type=story (Rachael Scdoris)

http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/detail?sid=5ea1f1ff-7a5c-4fde-b809-08309dfed93d%40sessionmgr13&vid=7&hid=25&bdata=JnNpdGU9ZWhvc3QtbGl2ZQ%3d%3d#db=prh&AN=16216461
http://iditarod.com
http://www.kn.att.com/wired/fil/pages/listhoughtonta.html
http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/animals/mammals-animals/dogs-wolves-and-foxes/fox_arctic/


	
	Graphic Organizers/Worksheets:

Story Structure in Chapter Books (attached)


	
	Tier II Vocabulary
	Tier III Vocabulary

	
	Chapter 1: catch on, explanation, surrounded, hitched, healthy as an ox…discuss the non-literal language of “catch on” and “healthy as an ox” (RL 3.4)
Chapter 2: harvest, irrigation, by a long shot, strongbox, inspected

Chapter 3: crisp, lunged

Chapter 4: twang, piped up, clear as a bell (simile)

Chapter 5: will, slicked down, bobbled, right

Chapter 6: mopped, lightly constructed

Chapter 7: beamed, alarm

Chapter 8: jagged peaks, abrupt, tension

Chapter 9: sprang, force, indicated, poured on the steam (non-literal)

Chapter 10: forged
	

	Assessments


	Formative Assessments (within unit):

After reading each chapter, students will respond orally or in writing to the text-dependent question(s) from the chapter. 

	Summative Assessment  (End of unit--Include any performance task, assignments, etc. to show mastery of the standard(s)):

See day 11


	DAY ONE
	Daily Plan
	Text Dependent Questions
***teacher should answer at least one of these questions daily as a think aloud to model his/her thinking

***students should be given daily opportunities to turn and talk with a peer to answer at least one of the questions

***students should be asked to respond independently to at least one question daily (usually the end of chapter summary) 
	Resources


	Interactive Read Aloud
Chapter 1 “Grandfather”
	Book talk: Over the next few weeks, we’re going to read a story about a young boy who is brave, courageous, and determined. His name is Little Willy, and the name of the book is Stone Fox by John Gardiner. 
Today I’ll read the first chapter, which is called Grandfather. 
***Teach selected Tier 2 vocabulary per Beck’s instructional sequence, which is on the last page of this document***
Read Chapter 1, stopping at the end of pages 4, 6, 10, and at the end of the chapter to discuss text-dependent questions in the next column.

Routine Writing: Students will complete the story structure in chapter books graphic organizer after each chapter is read.
	Stop at the end of p. 4: It says on this page that Little Willy “never slept that late again after that.” Why won’t he ever sleep late again? I’m going to look back in the text for evidence that will help me answer this question. (Think aloud/model/I do)
Stop at the end of p. 6: Hmmm what does Doc Smith say here that shows she is worried? (Think aloud/model/I do)
Stop at the end of p. 10: What is wrong with Grandfather? What does Doc Smith say that tells us this? (Have students turn and talk with a peer, and have groups share out. Record thoughts on chart paper)

In Chapter 1, Grandfather wouldn’t get out of bed. Explain what brave and responsible things Little Willy did once he discovered Grandfather in his bed. (Complete together, in small groups, or with a partner; orally or in writing).
Why is chapter 1 called “Grandfather”? How do we know?
	Multiple copies of Stone Fox
Chart paper

	DAY TWO
	Daily Plan
	Text Dependent Questions
	Resources

	Interactive Read Aloud
Chapter 2 “Little Willy”
	Read chapter 2, stopping at the end of pages 11, 16, 18, 20, and at the end of the chapter to discuss text-dependent questions in the next column.
Routine Writing: Students will complete the story structure in chapter books graphic organizer after each chapter is read.
	p. 11 What kind of person is Little Willy? Support your answer with words the author used to show this.

On page 16, the author tells us that Little Willy’s “eyes were wild with excitement”.  What does this mean? Use evidence from the text to tell why he is so excited. 

On page 18 it says “no wonder Grandfather was so concerned. No wonder he had gotten sick”. 
Why does the author use the words “no wonder”? 

What has Little Willy discovered that helps him understand why his Grandfather has given up?

p. 19-20 How did Searchlight solve the problem? Support your answer with information from the story.

Little Willy is feeling discouraged at the end of Chapter 2. What words or phrases does the author use to show this?
Chapter 2 Summary:
Why is chapter 2 called “Little Willy”? Use evidence from the text to tell why.
	Multiple copies of Stone Fox
Chart paper

	DAY THREE
	Daily Plan
	Text Dependent Questions
	Resources

	Interactive Read Aloud
Chapter 3 “Searchlight”
	Read chapter 3, stopping at the end of pages 22, 24 and at the end of the chapter to discuss text-dependent questions in the next column.

Routine Writing: Students will complete the story structure in chapter books graphic organizer after each chapter is read.
	p. 22: What did you visualize and/or feel as you listened to/read this page? What words did the author use to make you see/feel those things?
p. 24: John Reynolds Gardiner says that the old sled is “strong and sturdy”. What does little Willy do with the sled that shows us how strong and sturdy it is?

How are little Willy and Searchlight feeling at the end of Chapter 3 and why are they feeling this way? What words or phrases does the author use to show this?
Chapter 3 summary:
Why is chapter 3 called “Searchlight”? Support your answer with evidence from the chapter.

	Multiple copies of Stone Fox
Chart paper

	DAY FOUR
	Daily Plan
	Text Dependent Questions
	Resources

	Interactive Read Aloud
Chapter 4 “The Reason”
	Read chapter 4, stopping at the end of pages 33 and at the end of the chapter to discuss text-dependent questions in the next column.

Routine Writing: Students will complete the story structure in chapter books graphic organizer after each chapter is read.
	p. 33: How does Clifford Snyder feel about Searchlight? Cite 3 examples from pages 30-33 to support this. 
How does little Willy feel about Searchlight? Cite 3 examples from pages 30-33 to support this.

What kind of character is Clifford Snyder? What kind of character is Little Willy? Give evidence from this chapter to support both claims.
Chapter 4 summary: 

Why is chapter 4 called “The Reason”? Use evidence from the text to support your answer.
	Multiple copies of Stone Fox
Chart paper

	DAY FIVE
	Daily Plans
	Text Dependent Questions
	Resources

	Interactive Read Aloud
Chapter 5 “The Way”
	Read chapter 5, stopping at the end of pages 44, 46, and at the end of the chapter to discuss text-dependent questions in the next column.

Routine Writing: Students will complete the story structure in chapter books graphic organizer after each chapter is read.
	p. 44: What are some things that little Willy has done so far in this chapter to show courage? Give evidence from pgs. 38-44 to support this.

p. 46: After reading the last paragraph, what do you think Grandfather is feeling? How do you know? Why is he feeling this way?
p. 46 Why do you think this chapter is titled “The Way”? What in the text makes you think this?
	Multiple copies of Stone Fox
Chart paper

	DAY SIX
	Daily Plans
	Text Dependent Questions
	Resources

	Interactive Read Aloud

Chapter 6 “Stone Fox”
	Read chapter 6, stopping at the end of pages 50, and at the end of the chapter to discuss text-dependent questions in the next column.

Routine Writing: Students will complete the story structure in chapter books graphic organizer after each chapter is read.
	p. 50: Why is Little Willy excited? 

On page 48 John Reynolds Gardiner describes Little Willy as “determined”. Give examples of this from Little Willy’s actions in this chapter.
Chapter 6 summary: Why do you think the chapter is titled “Stone Fox”? Use evidence from the text to support your answer.
	Multiple copies of Stone Fox
Chart paper

	DAY SEVEN
	Daily Plans
	Text Dependent Questions
	Resources

	Interactive Read Aloud

Chapter 7 “The Meeting”
	Read chapter 7, stopping at the end of pages 57, 59 and at the end of the chapter to discuss text-dependent questions in the next column.

Routine Writing: Students will complete the story structure in chapter books graphic organizer after each chapter is read.
	p. 57: What does Doc Smith think of Little Willy? How do you know?

p. 59: What does Lester think of Little Willy? How do you know?
p. 62: 

What is your opinion of Little Willy? How is your opinion the same or different from Doc Smith’s opinion? How is your opinion the same or different from Lester’s opinion? Give evidence from the text to support this.

Chapter 7 summary: Why is this chapter titled “The Meeting”? What in the text makes you think this?
	Multiple copies of Stone Fox
Chart paper

	DAY EIGHT
	Daily Plans
	Text Dependent Questions
	Resources

	Interactive Read Aloud

Chapter 8 “The Day”
	Read chapter 8, stopping at the end of pages 68, 70 and at the end of the chapter to discuss text-dependent questions in the next column.

Routine Writing: Students will complete the story structure in chapter books graphic organizer after each chapter is read.
	p. 68: Who does everyone expect to win the race? How do you know?

p. 70: How is Little Willy feeling? What words make you think that?

Chapter 8 summary: Why is this chapter titled “The Day”? What in the text makes you think this?
	Multiple copies of Stone Fox
Chart paper

	DAY NINE
	Daily Plans
	Text Dependent Questions
	Resources

	Interactive Read Aloud

Chapter 9 “The Race”
	Read chapter 9, stopping at the end of pages 72, 76, 78 and at the end of the chapter to discuss text-dependent questions in the next column.

Routine Writing: Students will complete the story structure in chapter books graphic organizer after each chapter is read.
	p. 72: “Therefore, with each turn, little Willy pulled farther and farther ahead.” What has happened so far in the chapter to help Little Willy and Searchlight take the lead in the race? Give at least 2 examples.

p. 76: What is happening on this page that makes Little Willy mad? Who is he mad at? How do you know?

p. 78: What does the author mean when he writes that Searchlight “poured on the steam”? Use evidence from the text to support your answer.
Chapter 9 summary: Why is this chapter titled “The Race”? What in the text makes you think this?
	Multiple copies of Stone Fox
Chart paper

	DAY TEN
	Daily Plans
	Text Dependent Questions
	Resources

	Interactive Read Aloud

Chapter 10 “The Finish Line”
	Read chapter 10, stopping at the end of pages 80 and at the end of the chapter to discuss text-dependent questions in the next column.

Routine Writing: Students will complete the story structure in chapter books graphic organizer after each chapter is read.


	After reading p. 80 Why is the crowd deathly silent in this scene? Give examples of how at least 2 of the members of the audience react to Searchlight’s death.

How does Stone Fox feel about Little Willy at the end of the story? How do you know?
Chapter 10 summary: Why is this chapter titled “The Finish Line”? What in the text makes you think this?
	Multiple copies of Stone Fox
Chart paper

	DAY TEN
	Daily Plans
	Text Dependent Questions
	Resources

	Summative Assessment
	
	How have Little Willy’s courage and determination impacted Stone Fox, Grandfather, and Doc Smith? Think about the other questions we’ve discussed throughout the book, and use evidence from the text to support your answer.
	


Created by Monroe 2-Orleans BOCES (2012)
Word Study related to the anchor text:

· After reading:

· Teacher contextualizes the word based on its role in the story.

· Students say the word with the teacher.

· Teacher explains the meaning of the word in everyday language.

· Teacher gives examples in contexts other than the one from the story.

· Students interact with examples above or provide their own examples.

· Students say the word again and it is written on a sentence strip and added to a pocket chart labeled “Words, Words, Words”.

· Throughout the week, as students find these words in books, hear/use them in conversations, and use them in writing, they should record this and bring it to share time.  The students read the sentence with their “found” word, omitting that word and having their classmates fill in the blank, using the chart for support and explaining why they chose that word.  A tally mark is placed next to the word each time it is “found”.

Instructional sequence from Bringing Words to Life (2002) by Isabel Beck, Margaret McKeown, & Linda Kucan
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