Maarten watched as the Arctic fox caught a few of the
goslings. Then he saw the fox dig a hole and bury the dead
birds. Hidden food supplies, such as these, are called caches.
This fox will need many caches to survive the long cold
Arctic winter, when there is little food available.

Maarten Loonen lives in the Arctic
during the summer.




Maarten has been studying Arctic wildlife since 1990.
Every summer, he travels from his home in the Netherlands
to the Arctic region. There, he lives in Ny-Alesund,
Norway—the northernmost town in the world. This is a
great place to study Arctic animals. “In my town, there
is a pair of foxes under my neighbor’s house,” Maarten says.

“I see the young foxes every day in July and August.”
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The Arctic fox is a very
uncommon animal. It lives

farther north than any other
land mammal in the world.
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