Regional Common Core Learning Standards Curriculum—Curriculum Map
English Language Arts

Grade 3
Pacing Guide
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**Although the shaded boxes indicate the standards that are the central focus for a particular module, it is important to remember that the remaining standards serve a supporting role in each module.**
	Module 1 (8 weeks)— Literature/ Informational Text—Unlocking the Text
In this module, students will learn to comprehend what the text actually says and suggests, including being able to cite text evidence, infer, and determine central ideas.  In essence, students are learning how both fiction and nonfiction text “work.”  Consequently, students will be expected to make claims and support with text evidence and also demonstrate their understanding of narrative story structure, in both writing and speaking.  

	Enduring Understanding: Collaborative, self-directed learners read and respond widely and deeply to foster a deeper understanding of the human experience.

	Critical Content:

Literature

RL 3.1

· Text-based evidence assist readers in answering different types of questions

RL 3.2

· Key details determine the central message, lesson, or moral

· Fables, myths, or folktales have specific elements and characteristics 

RL 3.3

· Characters’ actions contribute to sequence of events

· Key details can be distinguished between relevant and irrelevant to the central idea, lesson, moral, or plot

Informational

RI 3.1

· Text-based evidence assist readers in answering different types of questions

RI 3.2

· Key details determine the main idea of the text

RI 3.3

· Language is used to describe relationships between events, ideas, concepts, or steps in informational texts

Writing

W 3.1

· Written opinions can be supported with reasons 

W 3.3

· Narrative writing is constructed with text-specific technique through the use of dialogue, temporal words, describing actions, thoughts, and feelings to develop experiences or events or show experiences of characters, and sense of closure

W 3.7

· Short research projects build knowledge with relevant details to answer a specific question
Speaking/Listening

SL 3.4

· Appropriate facts and details should be used when speaking 

SL 3.6

· Complete spoken sentences are used to provide details or clarity 

	Skills:

Literature
RL 3.1

· Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understandings

· Refer to the text

RL 3.2

· Recount stories

· Determine the message of the text

· Explain key details/central idea (i.e. fables teach a lesson, folktales have moral, and myths explain phenomenons)

RL 3.3

· Describe characters

· Explain characters’ actions

Informational

RI 3.1

· Ask and answer questions such as, but not limited to who, what, where, when, why, and how 

RI 3.2

· Determine main idea and recount key details

· Explain how details support the main idea

RI 3.3

· Describe relationships between time/sequence, cause/effect, comparison, steps in a technical procedure

· Use language to describe the relationship of time/sequence, cause/effect, comparison, steps in a technical procedure
Writing

W 3.1

· Distinguish between fact and opinion

· Write opinion pieces

· Support point of view 

· Include introduction

· Create organizational structure

· Include linking words (because, therefore, since)

· Provide a sense of closure to the piece

W 3.3

· Write narrative texts

· Develop experiences

· Use descriptive words in relation to actions, thoughts, and experiences

· Use dialogue

· Use temporal words (first, next, last, then (time/order words)

· Include details to develop characters

· Provide closure

W 3.7

· Build knowledge and conduct research

· Include relevant details

· Answer a specific question
Speaking/Listening

SL 3.4

· Report orally on a topic

· Orally recount experiences

· Orally retell a story

SL 3.6
· Speak in complete sentences in order to provide details

	Resources:

1 Extended Text (literature):
4-6 Short Texts

Literature:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Science:

1.

2.
Social Studies/Art:

1.

2.
	Resource Lexiles: (2nd-3rd grade range—420-820)
1.​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_____________________
Short Texts

Literature:

1. ______________________

2. ______________________

3. ______________________

4. ______________________

5. ______________________

Science:

1. ______________________

2. ______________________

Social Studies/Art:

1. ______________________

2. ______________________

	Writing Focus: Opinion & Narrative

	Unit 1
	Unit 2
	Unit 3

	
	
	


	Module 2 (8 weeks)—Literature—Author’s Craft

In this module, students will learn to analyze for author’s craft in narrative text, including being able to interpret words and phrases, unlock the structure of text, and understand point of view and author’s purpose.  Students will then use this knowledge to conduct deeper analysis of narrative works in both writing and speaking, and compose narrative text using more sophisticated techniques.

	Enduring Understanding: Collaborative, self-directed learners use a variety of thinking strategies to analyze, understand, and create text for personal enrichment, inquiry, and problem solving.

	Critical Content:

Literature

RL 3.4

· Distinguishing literal from non-literal language helps determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in texts

RL 3.5


· Structures of texts relate to each other in a sequential or logical way which aids in the analysis of literature 

RL 3.6

· Reader’s point of view may vary and may be different from the narrator’s and/or characters’ points of view

RL 3.10

· Read and comprehend literature within the high end of the grades 2-3 text complexity band independently and proficiently.

Writing

W 3.2

· Informative/explanatory writing is used to examine topics and convey ideas.

W 3.3

· Narrative writing is constructed with text-specific technique through the use of dialogue, temporal words, and sense of closure

W 3.7

· Short research projects build knowledge with relevant details to answer a specific questions

W 3.11

· Readers respond in a variety of ways 
Speaking/Listening

SL 3.1

· Collaborative discussions with diverse partners lead to social construction of knowledge

	Skills:

Literature

RL 3.4

· Determine the meaning of words and phrases

· Distinguish literal from non-literal language

RL 3.5

· Identify parts of stories, dramas, and poems and describe their relationships (use terms such as chapter, scene, stanza)

RL 3.6
· Recognize that a reader’s point of view may or may not differ from the point of view of characters and narrators 

RL 3.10

· Read and understand complex text independently

Writing

W 3.2

· Write informative text 
· Develop a topic with facts, information, and details
· Use linking words and phrases

· Provide a concluding statement

W 3.3

· Write narrative texts

· Develop experiences

· Use descriptive words in relation to actions, thoughts, and experiences

· Use dialogue

· Use temporal words (first, next, last, then (time/order words)

· Include details to develop characters

· Provide closure

W 3.7

· Build knowledge and conduct research

· Include relevant details

· Answer a specific question

W 3.11

· Respond to literature in a variety of ways (poems, narratives, plays, works of art, or personal responses) 

· Recognize the elements of a variety of genre in order to create a personal response 

Speaking/Listening

SL 3.1

· Engage in collaborative discussions 

· Be prepared to discuss texts

· Follows norms for discussions

· Ask questions to check understanding

· Stay on topic and maintain relevancy

	Resources:

1 Extended Text (literature):

4-6 Short Texts

Literature:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Science:

1.

2.

Social Studies/Art:

1.

2.
	Resource Lexiles: (2nd-3rd  grade range—420-820)

1.​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_____________________

Short Texts

Literature:

1. ______________________

2. ______________________

3. ______________________

4. ______________________

5. ______________________

Science:

1. ______________________

2. ______________________

Social Studies/Art:

1. ______________________

2. ______________________

	Writing Focus: 
Inform/Explain & Narrative

	Unit 1
	Unit 2
	Unit 3

	
	
	


	Module 3 (8 weeks)—Informational Text—Author’s Craft

In this module, students will learn to analyze for author’s craft in informational text, including being able to interpret words and phrases, unlock the structure of text, understand point of view and author’s purpose, and trace/evaluate the author’s argument . Students will then use this knowledge to conduct deeper analysis of informational works in both writing and speaking, and compose informational text using more sophisticated techniques.

	Enduring Understanding: Collaborative, self-directed learners use a variety of thinking strategies to analyze, understand, and create text for personal enrichment, inquiry, and problem solving.

	Critical Content:

Informational

RI 3.4

· Readers employ a variety of strategies to determine the meaning of general academic and domain specific words in a text

RI 3.5

· Non-fiction text has features and search tools that help readers locate information efficiently

RI 3.6

· A reader’s point of view may or may not vary from the author’s point of view

RI 3.8

· Logical connections can be made between sentences and paragraphs in texts

RI 3.10 

· Complex texts are comprehended and evaluated across a range of genres, structures and disciplines

Writing

W 3.1

· Written opinions can be supported with reasons 

W 3.3

· Narrative writing is constructed with text-specific technique through the use of dialogue, temporal words, and sense of closure

W 3.7

· Short research projects build knowledge with relevant details to answer a specific question

Speaking/Listening

SL 3.1

· Appropriate facts and details should be used when speaking 

· Complete spoken sentences are used to provide details or clarity 

	Skills:

Informational

RI 3.4

· Use a variety of strategies to determine the meaning of words and phrases in texts

RI 3.5

· Identify non-fiction text features and search tools to efficiently locate information

RI 3.6

· Identify the author’s point of view 

RI 3.8

· Describe relationships between time/sequence, cause/effect, and comparison

RI 3.10

· Read and comprehend informational texts (history, social studies, science, and technical texts) at the high end of the grade 2-3 text complexity band independently and proficiently 

Writing

W 3.1

· Distinguish between fact and opinion

· Write opinion pieces

· Support point of view 

· Include introduction

· Create organizational structure

· Include linking words (because, therefore, since)

· Provide a sense of closure to the piece

W 3.3

· Write narrative texts

· Develop experiences

· Use descriptive words in relation to actions, thoughts, and experiences

· Use dialogue

· Use temporal words (first, next, last, then (time/order words)

· Include details to develop characters

· Provide closure

W 3.7

· Build knowledge and conduct research

· Include relevant details

· Answer a specific question

Speaking/Listening

SL 3.1

· Engage in collaborative discussions 

· Be prepared to discuss texts

· Follows norms for discussions

· Ask questions to check understanding

· Stay on topic and maintain relevancy

	Resources:

1 Extended Text (informational):

4-6 Short Texts

Literature:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Science:

1.

2.

Social Studies/Art:

1.

2.
	Resource Lexiles: (2nd-3rd grade range—420-820)

1.​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_____________________

Short Texts

Literature:

1. ______________________

2. ______________________

3. ______________________

4. ______________________

5. ______________________

Science:

1. ______________________

2. ______________________

Social Studies/Art:

1. ______________________

2. ______________________

	Writing Focus: 
Inform/Explain & Narrative

	Unit 1
	Unit 2
	Unit 3

	
	
	


	Module 4 (8 weeks)—Literature/Informational Text—Integration of Ideas

In this module, students will read texts and view media that are related. Students will then think across the texts and media, making connections and comparisons.  The preceding modules have helped students read text deeply, so the integration of knowledge and ideas across texts are now possible.  Students’ writing and speaking will reflect the synthesis and integration of information from multiple sources.

	Enduring Understanding: Collaborative, self-directed learners collect, analyze, and cite specific evidence to formulate questions, construct arguments, make decisions, and change thinking.

	Critical Content:

Literature
RL 3.7

· Text illustrations contribute to what is conveyed by the words in a story (mood, emphasize aspects of a character or setting)

RL 3.9

· Elements of text (theme, setting, plot) by the same author can be compared and contrasted
Informational

RI 3.7

· Information from illustrations and the words in a text assists the reader in identifying the where, when, why, and how key events occur. 

RI 3.8

· Logical connections can be made between sentences and paragraphs in text

RI 3.9

· Two texts can be compared and contrasted using important points and key details

Writing

W 3.1 (a-d)

· Written opinions can be supported with reasons

W 3.3 (a-d)

· Narrative writing is constructed with text specific technique through the use of dialogue, temporal words, and sense of closure

W 3.7

· Short research projects build knowledge with relevant details to answer a specific question

W 3.8

· Notes can be recorded from multiple sources and sorted into categories

Speaking/Listening

SL 3.2

· Main idea and supporting details can be determined after a text is read aloud or information in presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally

SL 3.5

· Fluid reading is demonstrated through the creation of engaging audio recordings

SL 3.6

· Complete, spoken sentences are used to provide details or clarity

	Skills:

Literature

RL 3.7

· Notice and explain how illustrations contribute to the meaning of the story

RL 3.9

· Understand the difference between compare and contrast

· Compare and contrast texts by the same author

Informational

RI 3.7

· Notice and use text illustrations and words to identify the essential ideas and key concepts

RI 3.8

· Describe the connection between time/sequence, cause/effect, or comparison

RI 3.9

· Identify  most important points and key details in two texts

· Compare and contrast the most important points and key details in two texts

Writing

W 3.1 (a-d)

· Distinguish between fact and opinion

· Write opinion pieces

· Support point of view

· Include introduction

· Create organizational structure

· Include linking words (because, therefore, since)

· Provide a sense of closure to the piece

W 3.3 (a-d)

· Write narrative text

· Develop experiences

· Use descriptive words in relation to actions, thoughts, and experiences

· Use dialogue

· Use temporal words (first, next, then, last)

· Include details to develop characters

· Provide closure

W 3.7

· Build knowledge and conduct research

· Include relevant details

· Answer specific questions

W 3.8

· Take notes from multiple sources

· Sort evidence into categories

Speaking/Listening

SL 3.2

· Listen to and/or view a text read aloud or information presented

· Determine the main ideas and supporting details of a text read aloud or information presented 

SL 3.5

· Read a story or poem fluently

· Create audio recordings

· Add visual displays to enhance appropriate facts/details

· Listen critically to determine if reading is at an understandable pace 

SL 3.6

· Speak in complete sentences in order to provide details

	Resources:

1 Extended Text (informational):

4-6 Short Texts

Literature:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Science:

1.

2.

Social Studies/Art:

1.

2.
	Resource Lexiles: (2nd-3rd grade range—420-820)

1.​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_____________________

Short Texts

Literature:

1. ______________________

2. ______________________

3. ______________________

4. ______________________

5. ______________________

Science:

1. ______________________

2. ______________________

Social Studies/Art:

1. ______________________

2. ______________________

	Writing Focus: 

Opinions & Narrative

	Unit 1
	Unit 2
	Unit 3

	
	
	


	Module 5 (4 weeks)—Genre Study (fables, folktales)
In this module, students will engage in a deep study of a particular genre, as suggested by the grade level standards.  Students will learn about the particular elements of the genre, including the language, structure, purpose and conventions that are unique to that particular genre. 

	Enduring Understanding: Collaborative, self-directed learners recognize the distinguishing features of texts in a genre in order to develop a deeper understanding to broaden personal reading experiences.

	Critical Content:

Literature

RL 3.2

· Key details determine the central message, lesson, or moral

· Fables, myths, or folktales from diverse cultures have specific elements and characteristics 

**review fables, in-depth study of folktales, introduce myths**
Writing

W 3.2

· Informative/explanatory writing is used to examine topics and convey ideas.

W 3.3

· Narrative writing is constructed with text-specific technique through the use of dialogue, temporal words, and sense of closure

W 3.7

· Short research projects build knowledge with relevant details to answer a specific question

	Skills:

Literature

RL 3.2

· Refer to the text

· Recount stories

· Determine the message of the text

· Explain key details/central idea (i.e. fables teach a lesson, folktales have moral, and myths explain phenomenon)
Writing

W 3.2 

· Write informative text 

· Develop a topic with facts, information, and details

W 3.3

· Write narrative texts

· Develop experiences

· Use descriptive words in relation to actions, thoughts, and experiences

· Use dialogue

· Use temporal words (first, next, last, then (time/order words)

· Include details to develop characters

· Provide closure

W 3.7

· Build knowledge and conduct research

· Include relevant details

· Answer a specific question

	Resources:

1 Extended Text (literature):

4-6 Short Texts

Fables/Folktales:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Science:

1.

2.

Social Studies/Art:

1.

2.
	Resource Lexiles: (2nd-3rd grade range—420-820)

1.​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_____________________

Short Texts

Fables/Folktales:

1. ______________________

2. ______________________

3. ______________________

4. ______________________

5. ______________________

Science:

1. ______________________

2. ______________________

Social Studies/Art:

1. ______________________

2. ______________________

	Writing Focus: 
Inform/Explain & Narrative

	Unit 1
	Unit 2
	Unit 3

	
	
	


	Module 6 (6 weeks)—Literary Analysis

In this module, students will bring together the knowledge and skills from the preceding modules to analyze literature, including making claims and supporting with evidence, interpreting and making connections, and ultimately self-selecting text based on personal preference.

	Enduring Understanding: Collaborative, self-directed learners obtain, analyze, and synthesize information from a variety of resources to express information, change perspectives, clarify thinking, and make informed decisions.

	Critical Content:

Literature

RL 3.11

· Literature (narratives, poetry, drama) can be connected to other texts, ideas, cultural perspectives, personal events and situations

· Texts are selected based on personal preference

Writing
W 3.1 (a-d)

· Written opinions can be supported with reasons

W 3.3 (a-d)

· Narrative writing is constructed with text specific technique through the use of dialogue, temporal words, and sense of closure

W 3.7

· Short research projects build knowledge with relevant details to answer a specific question

W 3.8

· Notes can be recorded from multiple sources and sorted into categories

Speaking/Listening
SL 3.2

· Main idea and supporting details can be determined after a text is read aloud or information in presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally

SL 3.5

· Fluid reading is demonstrated through the creation of engaging audio recordings

SL 3.6

· Complete, spoken sentences are used to provide details or clarity

	Skills:

Literature

RL 3.11

· Recognize and make connections to a variety of texts to deepen comprehension

· Self-select a variety of texts based on personal preferences

Writing

W 3.1 (a-d)

· Distinguish between fact and opinion

· Write opinion pieces

· Support point of view

· Include introduction

· Create organizational structure

· Include linking words (because, therefore, since)

· Provide a sense of closure to the piece

W 3.3 (a-d)

· Write narrative text

· Develop experiences

· Use descriptive words in relation to actions, thoughts, and experiences

· Use dialogue

· Use temporal words (first, next, then, last)

· Include details to develop characters

· Provide closure

W 3.7

· Build knowledge and conduct research

· Include relevant details

· Answer specific questions

W 3.8

· Take notes from multiple sources

· Sort evidence into categories

Speaking/Listening

SL 3.2

· Listen to and/or view a text read aloud or information presented

· Determine the main ideas and supporting details of a text read aloud or information presented 

SL 3.5

· Read a story or poem fluently

· Create audio recordings

· Add visual displays to enhance appropriate facts/details

· Listen critically to determine if reading is at an understandable pace 

SL 3.6

· Speak in complete sentences in order to provide details

	Resources:

1 Extended Text (informational):

4-6 Short Texts

Literature:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Science:

1.

2.

Social Studies/Art:

1.

2.
	Resource Lexiles: (2nd-3rd grade range—420-820)

1.​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_____________________

Short Texts

Literature:

1. ______________________

2. ______________________

3. ______________________

4. ______________________

5. ______________________

Science:

1. ______________________

2. ______________________

Social Studies/Art:

1. ______________________

2. ______________________

	Writing Focus: 

Opinions & Narrative

	Unit 1
	Unit 2
	Unit 3
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