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Bravery at Bat
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In the spring of
1947, a talented young
player stepped onto the
field for the Brooklyn
Dodgers for the first
time. That player would
change baseball—and
America—forever.

His name was Jackie
Robinsoh. He was the
first African-American
player in Major League
Baseball.

Game On
When Jackie

Robinson took the
field, America was
a different place. At
the time, unjust laws kept
blacks and whites separate
in many places—including
professional baseball. Black
players played in a different
league than white players.

Robinson changed that.
But it was far from easy. He
wasn't welcomed by cheering
crowds. Many people were
furious. They didn't want

him on the team because of.
the color of his skin.

Some baseball fans called
Robinson bad names.
Catchers from other teains
spit on his shoes.

But Robinson ignored the
bullying. He let his talent
do the talking. In his first
season, he won the Rookie
of the Year award for playing
so well He later helped the
Dodgers win a World Series.

Honoring a Hero
Years later, Robinson made

[ history again. On July 23,
1962, a big crowd of people
gathered at the National
Baseball Hall of Fame and

Words to Know
I furious: very angry
v^inducted: admitted

Museum in Cooperstown,
New York. Fans cheered as he
became the first black player
inducted into baseball's Hall
of Fame.

"I've often said that
baseball's most powerful
moment in its really terrific
history was Jackie Robinson's
coming into baseball," says
baseball commissioner Bud
Selig. "It's an incredible
story—not just for baseball,
but for society."

Althea Gibson

(1950) First to

play in a major

U.S. tennis

tournament.

Willie O'Ree

(1958) First

to play in

the National

Hockey League.

Vonetta Flowers

(2002) First ^

to win a gold

medal in the

Winter Olympics.

Her sport was

bobsledding.
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