Regional Common Core Learning Standards Curriculum—Curriculum Map
English Language Arts
Grade 6
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**Although the shaded boxes indicate the standards that are the central focus for a particular module, it is important to remember that the remaining standards serve a supporting role in each module.**
	Module 1 (6 weeks)—Literature/ Informational Text—Unlocking the Text
In this module, students will learn to comprehend what the text actually says and suggests, including being able to cite text evidence, infer, and determine central ideas.  In essence, students are learning how both fiction and nonfiction text “work.”  Consequently, students will be expected to make claims and support with text evidence and also demonstrate their understanding of narrative story structure, in both writing and speaking.  

	Enduring Understanding: Collaborative, self-directed learners read and respond widely and deeply to foster a deeper understanding of the human experience.

	Critical Content:
· Relevant citations/examples from text are used to support analysis of text (RL/RI 6.1)
· Explicit and implicit information is used to support analysis of text (RL/RI 6.1)
· Details convey theme/central idea (RL/RI 6.2)
· Summaries contain key information/ideas from a text (RL 6.2)
· Plot is developed through a series of important episodes (RL 6.3)
· Characters respond and change based on plot development (RL 6.3)
· Topics are introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a variety of ways in informational text (RI 6.3)
· Deep understanding of a text requires close reading (RL/RI 6.1)
· Argumentative writing is constructed with relevant evidence (W 6.1)
· Narrative writing is constructed with text-specific technique, details, and a sequence of events (W 6.3)
· Research projects use various pieces of evidence to answer a question (W 6.7)
· Readers draw evidence from text to support analysis, reflection, or research (W 6.9)
· Claims and findings are presented in a logical sequence of pertinent data (SL 6.4)
· Speech is dependent on the audience (SL 6.6)

	Skills:
· Distinguish between relevant and irrelevant information (RL/RI 6.1)
· Provide text-based details to support thinking (RL/RI 6.1)
· Draw inferences based on text (RL/RI 6.1)
· Determine theme/central idea using inferential thinking (RL/RI 6.2)
· Support theme/central idea with relevant details from the text (RL/RI 6.2)
· Summarize key ideas and details objectively (RL 6.2)
· Describe plot elements (RL 6.3)
· Track the series of episodes within a the text (RL 6.3)
· Identify character traits (RL 6.3)
· Analyze how characters and plot interact and change (RL 6.3)
· Understand how events and setting impact and shape characters (RL 6.3)
· Identify how topics are introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in informational text (RI 6.3)
· Re-read to gather information and clarify understandings (RL/RI 6.1)
· Understand that argumentative writing is meant to persuade the reader (W 6.1)
· Compile relevant evidence to support an argument (W 6.1)
· Identify text structures of narrative writing (W 6.3)
· Use details to expand on narrative writing (W 6.3)
· Create a sequence of events to structure narrative writing (W 6.3)
· Conduct research from credible sources (W 6.7)
· Support an answer to a research question with a variety of pieces of evidence (W 6.9)
· Draw relevant evidence from a text to support findings (W 6.9)
· Use appropriate eye contact, volume, and clear pronunciation when presenting information (SL 6.4)
· Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks (SL 6.6)

	Resources:
1 Extended Text (informational):
2-4 Short Texts
Literature:
1.
2.
3.
Informational:
1.
2.
	Resource Lexiles: (6th-8th grade range--925-1185)
1._____________________
Short Texts
Literature:
1. ______________________
2. ______________________
3. ______________________
Informational:
1. ______________________
2. ______________________

	Writing Focus: Arguments

	Unit 1
	Unit 2
	Unit 3

	

	
	

	
	
	

	Module 2 (6 weeks)—Literature—Author’s Craft
In this module, students will learn to analyze for author’s craft in narrative text, including being able to interpret words and phrases, unlock the structure of text, and understand point of view and author’s purpose.  Students will then use this knowledge to conduct deeper analysis of narrative works in both writing and speaking, and compose narrative text using more sophisticated techniques.

	Enduring Understanding: Collaborative, self-directed learners use a variety of thinking strategies to analyze, understand, and create text for personal enrichment, inquiry, and problem solving.

	Critical Content:
· Readers use effective strategies to determine the meanings of figurative and connotative language in a piece of literature (RL 6.4)
· Specific word choice impacts meaning and tone in literature (RL 6.4)
· Structure of text contributes to the development of theme, setting, plot (RL 6.5)
· An author develops the narrator/speaker’s point of view through a piece of literature(RL 6.6)
· Informative/explanatory writing is constructed with ideas, concepts, and information from relevant sources(W 6.2)
· Narrative writing is constructed with text-specific technique, details, and a sequence of events (W 6.3)
· Research projects use various pieces of evidence to answer a question (W 6.7)
· Readers draw evidence from text to support analysis, reflection, or research (W 6.9)
· Collaborative discussions strengthen understandings (SL 6.1)

	Skills:
· Determine the meaning of words and phrases in literature (RL 6.4)
· Distinguish between figurative and connotative meanings in literature (RL 6.4)
· Distinguish between meaning and tone in literature (RL 6.4)
· Analyze impact between meaning and tone in literature (RL 6.4)
· Analyze text structure (RL 6.5)
· Distinguish between author’s point of view and narrator/speaker’s point of view (RL 6.6)
· Recognize how an author’s cultural and geographic background influences their perspective (RL 6.6a)
· Identify text structure of informative/explanatory writing (W 6.2)
· Identify how topics are introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in informational/explanatory text(W 6.2)
· Re-read to gather information and clarify understandings (W 6.2)
· Distinguish between relevant and irrelevant information (W 6.2)
· Identify text structures of narrative writing (W 6.3)
· Use details to expand on narrative writing (W 6.3)
· Create a sequence of events to structure narrative writing (W 6.3)
· Employ narrative techniques (narrator, dialogue, pacing, description, etc.) to develop writing (W 6.3)
· Conduct research from credible sources (W 6.7)
· Support an answer to a research question with a variety of pieces of evidence (W 6.9)
· Draw relevant evidence from a text to support findings (W 6.9)
· Engage in collaborative discussions (SL 6.1)
· Participate and show evidence of active listening during discussions (SL 6.1)

	Resources:
1 Extended Text (literature):
2-4 Short Texts
Literature:
1.
2.
3.
Informational:
1.
2.
	Resource Lexiles: (6th-8th grade range--925-1185)
1._____________________
Short Texts
Literature:
1. ______________________
2. ______________________
3. ______________________
Informational:
1. ______________________
2. ______________________

	Writing Focus: Inform/Explain

	Unit 1
	Unit 2
	Unit 3

	
	
	




	Module 3 (6 weeks)—Informational Text—Author’s Craft
In this module, students will learn to analyze for author’s craft in informational text, including being able to interpret words and phrases, unlock the structure of text, understand point of view and author’s purpose, and trace/evaluate the author’s argument . Students will then use this knowledge to conduct deeper analysis of informational works in both writing and speaking, and compose informational text using more sophisticated techniques.

	Enduring Understanding: Collaborative, self-directed learners use a variety of thinking strategies to analyze, understand, and create text for personal enrichment, inquiry, and problem solving.

	Critical Content:
· Readers need to use effective strategies to determine the meanings of figurative and connotative language in a piece of literature (RI 6.4)
· Structure of text contributes to the development of ideas (RI 6.5)
· Informational text is written with the author’s point of view/purpose in mind (RI 6.6)
· An author uses language in informational text to convey a particular message (RI 6.6)
· Argumentative writing is constructed with relevant evidence (RI 6.8)
· Informative/explanatory writing is constructed with ideas, concepts, and information from relevant sources(W 6.2)
· Narrative writing is constructed with text-specific technique, details, and a sequence of events (W 6.3)
· Research projects use various pieces of evidence to answer a question (W 6.7)
· Readers draw evidence from text to support analysis, reflection, or research (W 6.9)
· Collaborative discussions strengthen understandings (SL 6.1)
· There is a difference between fact and opinion (SL 6.3)
· A speaker’s argument should be supported by reasons and evidence(SL 6.3)

	Skills:
· Determine the meaning of words and phrases as used in informational texts (RI 6.4)
· Distinguish between figurative, connotative, and technical meanings in informational text(RI 6.4)
· Analyze text structure (RI 6.5)
· Determine author’s point of view or purpose in informational text (RI 6.6)
· Explain how an author’s point of view/purpose is conveyed in the text (RI 6.6)
· Re-read to gather information and clarify understandings (RI 6.8)
· Understand that argumentative writing is meant to persuade the reader (RI 6.8)
· Identify text structure of informative/explanatory writing (W 6.2)
· Identify how topics are introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in informational/explanatory text(W 6.2)
· Distinguish between relevant and irrelevant information (W 6.2)Identify text structures of narrative writing (W 6.3)
· Use details to expand on narrative writing (W 6.3)
· Create a sequence of events to structure narrative writing (W 6.3)
· Conduct research from credible sources to answer a focused question (W 6.7)
· Support an answer to a research question with a variety of pieces of evidence (W 6.9)
· Engage in collaborative discussions (SL 6.1)
· Participate and show evidence of active listening during discussions (SL 6.1)
· Identify and state a speaker’s argument and specific claims(SL 6.3)
· Distinguish between claims that are supported by evidence and those that are not (SL 6.3)

	Resources:
1 Extended Text (informational):
2-4 Short Texts
Literature:
1.
2.
3.
Informational:
1.
2.
	Resource Lexiles: (6th-8th grade range--925-1185)
1._____________________
Short Texts
Literature:
1. ______________________
2. ______________________
3. ______________________
Informational:
1. ______________________
2. ______________________

	Writing Focus: Inform/Explain

	Unit 1
	Unit 2
	Unit 3

	
	
	





	Module 4 (6 weeks)—Literature/Informational Text—Integration of Ideas
In this module, students will read texts and view media that are related. Students will then think across the texts and media, making connections and comparisons.  The preceding modules have helped students read text deeply, so the integration of knowledge and ideas across texts are now possible.  Students’ writing and speaking will reflect the synthesis and integration of information from multiple sources.

	Enduring Understanding: Collaborative, self-directed learners collect, analyze, and cite specific evidence to formulate questions, construct arguments, make decisions, and change thinking.

	Critical Content:
· Texts may include different forms (story, drama, poem) or genres while addressing similar themes/topics (RL 6.7, 6.9)
· Theme is present in literature (RL 6.9)
· Different forms or genres are in informational text (RI 6.9)
· Informational text is presented in different media formats (RI 6.7)
· Argumentative writing is constructed with relevant evidence (RI 6.8)
· Non-fiction text features to assist in their gathering of information (RI 6.9)
· Argumentative writing is constructed with relevant evidence (W 6.1)
· Narrative writing is constructed with text-specific technique, details, and a sequence of events (W 6.3)
· Research projects use various pieces of evidence to answer a question (W 6.7)
· Sources used in research must be credible(W 6.8)
· Proper use of quotations and paraphrasing avoids plagiarism (W 6.8)
· Readers draw evidence from text to support analysis, reflection, or research (W 6.9)
· Background knowledge and experiences are used to analyze, address problems, and persuade (SL 6.2)
· Multi-media components and visual displays are necessary to clarify information (SL 6.5)

	Skills:
· Visualize a story, drama, or poem that is being read (RL 6.7)
· Compare and contrast reading a story, drama, or poem to the experience of viewing or listening an audio, video, or live version of the text (RL 6.7)
· Synthesize information from a piece of literature to determine its theme (RL 6.9)
· Gather, interpret, and integrate information from multiple sources including digital sources(RI 6.7/W 6. 8)
· Develop a coherent understanding of information from multiple sources (RI 6.7)
· Re-read to gather information and clarify understandings (RI 6.8)
· Understand that argumentative writing is meant to persuade the reader (RI 6.8)
· Compare and contrast information from multiple sources on the same topic based on the author’s perspective (RI 6.9)
· Compile relevant evidence to support an argument (W 6.1)
· Identify text structures of narrative writing (W 6.3)
· Use details to expand on narrative writing (W 6.3)
· Create a sequence of events to structure narrative writing (W 6.3)
· Conduct research from credible sources (W 6.7)
· Determine the credibility of a source(W 6.8)
· Quote and paraphrase information from credible sources (W 6.8)
· Draw conclusions from multiple informational sources (W 6.8)
· Record basic bibliographic information (W 6.8)
· Support an answer to a research question with a variety of pieces of evidence (W 6.9)
· Present oral evidence of information from multiple formats (RI 6.9a/SL 6.2)
· Select relevant multi-media components to enhance a presentation (SL 6.5)

	Resources:
1 Extended Text (literature):
2-4 Short Texts
Literature:
1.
2.
3.
Informational:
1.
2.
	Resource Lexiles: (6th-8th grade range--925-1185)
1._____________________
Short Texts
Literature:
1. ______________________
2. ______________________
3. ______________________
Informational:
1. ______________________
2. ______________________

	Writing Focus: Arguments

	Unit 1
	Unit 2
	Unit 3

	

	
	



	Module 5 (6 weeks)—Genre Study (Biography/memoir,  historical novels, fantasy*, poems, drama)
In this module, students will engage in a deep study of a particular genre, as suggested by the grade level standards.  Students will learn about the particular elements of the genre, including the language, structure, purpose and conventions that are unique to that particular genre. 

	Enduring Understanding: Collaborative, self-directed learners recognize the distinguishing features of texts in a genre in order to develop a deeper understanding to broaden personal reading experiences.

	Critical Content:
· Texts may include different forms or genres while addressing similar themes/topics (RL 6.9)
· Theme is present in literature (RL 6.9)
· Different forms or genres are in informational text (RI 6.9)
· Non-fiction text features assist in the gathering of information (RI 6.9)
· Informative/explanatory writing is constructed with ideas, concepts, and information from relevant sources (W 6.2)
· Narrative writing is constructed with text-specific technique, details, and a sequence of events (W 6.3)
· Research projects use various pieces of evidence to answer a question (W 6.7)
· Readers draw evidence from text to support analysis, reflection, or research (W 6.9)
· Speech is dependent on the audience (SL 6.6)

	Skills:
· Synthesize information from a piece of literature to determine its theme (RL 6.9)
· Compare and contrast information from multiple sources on the same topic based on the author’s perspective (RI 6.9)
· Identify text structure of informative/explanatory writing (W 6.2)
· Identify how topics are introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in informational/explanatory text(W 6.2)
· Re-read to gather information and clarify understandings (W 6.2)
· Distinguish between relevant and irrelevant information (W 6.2)
· Identify text structures of narrative writing (W 6.3)
· Use details to expand on narrative writing (W 6.3)
· Create a sequence of events to structure narrative writing (W 6.3)
· Conduct research from credible sources (W 6.7)
· Support an answer to a research question with a variety of pieces of evidence(W 6.9)
· Adapt speech to meet the demands of an audience (SL 6.6)

	Resources:
1 Extended Text (informational):
2-4 Short Texts
Literature:
1.
2.
3.
Informational:
1.
2.
	Resource Lexiles: (6th-8th grade range--925-1185)
1._____________________
Short Texts
Literature:
1. ______________________
2. ______________________
3. ______________________
Informational:
1. ______________________
2. ______________________

	Writing Focus: Inform/Explain

	Unit 1
	Unit 2
	Unit 3

	


	
	



	Module 6 (6 weeks)—Literary Analysis
In this module, students will bring together the knowledge and skills from the preceding modules to analyze literature, including making claims and supporting with evidence, interpreting and making connections, and ultimately self-selecting text based on personal preference.

	Enduring Understanding: Collaborative, self-directed learners obtain, analyze, and synthesize information from a variety of resources to express information, change perspectives, clarify thinking, and make informed decisions.

	Critical Content:
· Connections can be made between different types of literature(RL 6.11)
· Established criteria should be used to evaluate text (RL 6.11b)
· Argumentative writing is constructed with relevant evidence (W 6.1)
· Narrative writing is constructed with text-specific technique, details, and a sequence of events (W 6.3)
· Research projects use various pieces of evidence to answer a question (W 6.7)
· Sources used in research must be credible(W 6.8)
· Proper use of quotations and paraphrasing avoids plagiarism (W 6.8)
· Research projects use various pieces of evidence to answer a question (W 6.9)
· Speech is dependent on the audience (SL 6.6)

	Skills:
· Recognize ideas, cultural perspectives, eras, personal events, and situations in a piece of literature (RL 6.11)
· Interpret text in narratives, poetry, and drama (RL 6.11)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Make connections in literature (RL 6.11)
· Choose text based on personal interest (RL 6.11a)
· Make a judgment based on a given text and established criteria (RL 6.11b)
· Compile relevant evidence to support an argument (W 6.1)
· Identify text structures of narrative writing (W 6.3)
· Use details to expand on narrative writing (W 6.3)
· Create a sequence of events to structure narrative writing (W 6.3)
· Conduct research from credible sources (W 6.7)
· Determine the credibility of a source(W 6.8)
· Quote and paraphrase information from credible sources (W 6.8)
· Draw conclusions from multiple informational sources (W 6.8)
· Record basic bibliographic information (W 6.8)
· Support an answer to a research question with a variety of pieces of evidence (W 6.9)
· Adapt speech to meet the demands of an audience (SL 6.6)

	Resources:
1 Extended Text (literature):
2-4 Short Texts
Literature:
1.
2.
3.
Informational:
1.
2.
	Resource Lexiles: (6th-8th grade range--925-1185)
1._____________________
Short Texts
Literature:
1. ______________________
2. ______________________
3. ______________________
Informational:
1. ______________________
2. ______________________

	Writing Focus: Arguments

	Unit 1
	Unit 2
	Unit 3

	

	
	



Monroe 2-Orleans BOCES (revised October 18, 2012)						9

