Regional Common Core Learning Standards Curriculum—Curriculum Map
English Language Arts
Grade 8
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**Although the shaded boxes indicate the standards that are the central focus for a particular module, it is important to remember that the remaining standards serve a supporting role in each module.**
	Module 1 (6 weeks)—Literature/ Informational Text—Unlocking the Text
In this module, students will learn to comprehend what the text actually says and suggests, including being able to cite text evidence, infer, and determine central ideas.  In essence, students are learning how both fiction and nonfiction text “work.”  Consequently, students will be expected to make claims and support with text evidence and also demonstrate their understanding of narrative story structure, in both writing and speaking.  

	Enduring Understanding: Collaborative, self-directed learners read and respond widely and deeply to foster a deeper understanding of the human experience.

	Critical Content:
· Readers cite relevant information from a variety of sources to support analysis of or inferences from a text (RL8.1, RI8.1)
· Readers use implied information and context clues to draw inferences (RL8.1)
· Theme is developed throughout a story using elements such as plot, characterization, setting, mood, point of view, and tone (RL8.2)
· Dialogue and characters’ actions impact the plot of a story (RL8.3)
· Central ideas are developed over the course of a text using supporting details (RI8.2)
· There are meaningful connections between people, ideas, and events in a text and between texts (RI8.3)
· An author’s reasoning and evidence should support the argument (RI8.8)
· Arguments support claims with reasons and evidence (W8.1)
· Narrative writing requires details and sequencing to convey real or imagined experiences (W8.3)
· Questions, including self-generated, can be a starting point for research (W8.7)
· Evidence from literary or informational text(s) can be used to support writing (W8.9)
· Delivery of a presentation includes appropriate language, pacing, volume, eye contact, pronunciation (SL8.4)
· Content should be focused and coherent with valid reasoning (SL8.4)
· Speakers must understand their audience and purpose (SL8.6)

	Skills:
· Cite textual evidence (RL8.1, RI8.1)
· Draw inferences (RL8.1, RI8.1)
· Determine a theme/central idea (RL8.2,RI8.2)
· Analyze development of theme/central idea (RL8.2/RI8.2)
· Provide a summary of the text (RL8.2, RI8.2)
· Analyze how dialogue impacts the story and characters’ actions (RL8.3)
· Analyze connections and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events ( RI8.3)
· Recognize important ideas and events and how they are connected (RI8.3)
· Evaluate author’s argument and reasoning based on textual information (RI8.8)
· Assess the validity of reasoning and evidence in support of an argument (RI8.8)
· Write arguments to support claims (W8.1)
· Use relevant information to support argument (W8.1)
· Use real or imagined experience to develop narrative writing (W8.3)
· Use effective narrative techniques (dialogue, pacing, reflection, sentence variety, establish a context and point of view) (W8.3)
· Answer and generate focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of explorations (W8.7)
· Analyze evidence from literary or informational text(s) (W8.9)
· Analyze and reflect evidence from literary or informational text(s) (W8.9)
· Research evidence from literary or informational text(s) (W8.9)
· Present claims in a focused and organized way (SL8.4)
· Use relevant evidence and specific details (SL8.4)
· Speak clearly to the directed audience (SL8.4)
· Focus on eye contact, volume, and pronunciation in public speaking (SL8.4)
· Adjust language based on context and audience (SL8.6)

	Resources:
1 Extended Text (informational):
2-4 Short Texts
Literature:
1.
2.
3.
Informational:
1.
2.
	Resource Lexiles: (6th-8th grade range--925-1185)
1._____________________
Short Texts
Literature:
1. ______________________
2. ______________________
3. ______________________
Informational:
1. ______________________
2. ______________________

	Writing Focus: Arguments

	Unit 1
	Unit 2
	Unit 3

	



	
	

		

	
	

	Module 2 (6 weeks)—Literature—Author’s Craft
In this module, students will learn to analyze for author’s craft in narrative text, including being able to interpret words and phrases, unlock the structure of text, and understand point of view and author’s purpose.  Students will then use this knowledge to conduct deeper analysis of narrative works in both writing and speaking, and compose narrative text using more sophisticated techniques.

	Enduring Understanding: Collaborative, self-directed learners use a variety of thinking strategies to analyze, understand, and create text for personal enrichment, inquiry, and problem solving.

	Critical Content:
· Prefixes, suffixes, word origins, and context clues can help readers understand the meanings of unfamiliar words (RL8.4)
· Literary elements and techniques, such as allusions, analogies, connotations, word choice, and tone, are used to convey meaning and purpose (RL8.4)
· Authors use different structures and styles (RL8.5)
· Point of view helps develop the author’s meaning and purpose and can impact plot and effects like suspense and humor (RL8.6)
· Stories from different cultures and genres will have a variety of messages and points of view (RL8.6)
· Informational text can have both relevant and irrelevant content (W8.2)
· Writing is organized logically into meaningful parts (W8.2a)
· Narrative writing requires details and sequencing to convey real or imagined experiences (W8.3)
· Questions, including self-generated, can be a starting point for research (W8.7)
· Arguments support claims with reasons and evidence (W8.7)
· Evidence from literary or informational text(s) can be used to support writing (W8.9)
· Collaboration and discussion with other people are important in order to build on your own ideas (SL8.1)

	Skills:
· Determine the meanings of words (RL8.4)
· Understand and apply literary elements and techniques, such as figurative language (RL8.4)
· Determine connotations of different words (RL8.4)
· Analyze the impact of specific words on meaning and tone including analogies or allusions to other texts (RL8.4)
· Compare and contrast structure of multiple texts (RL8.5)
· Analyze how structure contributes to meaning and style (RL8.5)
· Recognize how different points of view impact the events and outcome of the story (RL8.6)
· Analyze how points of view of characters and reader (e.g., created through use of dramatic irony) create effects such as humor, suspense, etc. (RL8.6)
· Read and analyze novels, stories, poems, and other genres from diverse world cultures (RL8.6)
· Recognize, analyze and select relevant content, quotations etc. from text (W8.2)
· Organize ideas, concepts, and information into broader categories (W8.2)
· Format information (paragraph, topic sentences, stanzas, graphics, charts, and multimedia etc.) (W8.2)
· Use transitional words, phrases, or clauses to create cohesion (W8.2)
· Use real or imagined experience to develop narrative writing (W8.3)
· Use effective narrative techniques (dialogue, pacing, reflection, sentence variety, establish a context, and point of view) (W8.3)
· Answer and generate focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of explorations (W8.7)
· Analyze and reflect evidence from literary or informational text(s) (W8.9)
· Research evidence from literary or informational text(s) (W8.9)
· Collaborate and discuss in various settings and with different groupings (one-on-one, in groups, teacher-led, small groups) (SL8.1)

	Resources:
1 Extended Text (literature):
2-4 Short Texts
Literature:
1.
2.
3.
Informational:
1.
2.
	Resource Lexiles: (6th-8th grade range--925-1185)
1._____________________
Short Texts
Literature:
1. ______________________
2. ______________________
3. ______________________
Informational:
1. ______________________
2. ______________________

	Writing Focus: Inform/Explain

	Unit 1
	Unit 2
	Unit 3

	



	
	




	Module 3 (6 weeks)—Informational Text—Author’s Craft
In this module, students will learn to analyze for author’s craft in informational text, including being able to interpret words and phrases, unlock the structure of text, understand point of view and author’s purpose, and trace/evaluate the author’s argument . Students will then use this knowledge to conduct deeper analysis of informational works in both writing and speaking, and compose informational text using more sophisticated techniques.

	Enduring Understanding: Collaborative, self-directed learners use a variety of thinking strategies to analyze, understand, and create text for personal enrichment, inquiry, and problem solving.

	Critical Content:
· Meanings of words and phrases need to be determined including figurative, connotative and technical meanings. (RI 8.4)
· The structure of paragraph(s) refines meaning (RI8.5)
· The author has a point of view and purpose for writing and acknowledges conflicting evidence and viewpoints (RI8.6)
· An author’s reasoning and evidence should support the argument (RI8.8)
· Informational text can have both relevant and irrelevant content (W8.2)
· Writing is organized logically into meaningful parts (W8.2a)
· Narrative writing requires details and sequencing to convey real or imagined experiences (W8.3)
· Questions, including self-generated, can be a starting point for research (W8.7)
· Arguments support claims with reasons and evidence (W8.7)
· Evidence from literary or informational text(s) can be used to support writing (W8.9)
· Collaboration and discussion with other people are important in order to build on your own ideas (SL8.1)
· A speaker's argument and claims can be understood by listening and reflecting. (SL8.3)

	Skills:
· Understand figurative language, connotative and technical meanings (RI8.4)
· Analyze impact of specific word choice on meaning and tone including analogies and allusions (RI 8.4)
· Identify the role of particular sentences in developing a key concept(s) (RI8.5)
· Analyze how author addresses conflicting evidence and viewpoints (RI8.6)
· Evaluate author’s argument and reasoning based on textual information (RI8.8)
· Assess the validity of reasoning and evidence in support of an argument (RI8.8)
· Recognize, analyze and select relevant content, quotations etc. from text (W8.2)
· Organize ideas, concepts, and information into broader categories (W8.2)
· Format information (paragraph, topic sentences, stanzas, graphics, charts, and multimedia etc.) (W8.2)
· Use transitional words, phrases, or clauses to create cohesion (W8.2)
· Use real or imagined experience to develop narrative writing (W8.3)
· Use effective narrative techniques (dialogue, pacing, reflection, sentence variety, establish a context, and point of view) (W8.3)
· Answer and generate focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of explorations (W8.7)
· Analyze and reflect evidence from literary or informational text(s) (W8.9)
· Research evidence from literary or informational text(s) (W8.9)
· Collaborate and discuss in various settings and with different groupings (one-on-one, in groups, teacher-led, small groups) (SL8.1)
· Evaluate soundness of reasoning (SL 8.3)
· Evaluate the relevance and sufficiency of evidence in a speaker’s argument (SL8.3)
· Identify when irrelevant evidence is introduced (SL8.3)

	Resources:
1 Extended Text (informational):
2-4 Short Texts
Literature:
1.
2.
3.
Informational:
1.
2.
	Resource Lexiles: (6th-8th grade range--925-1185)
1._____________________
Short Texts
Literature:
1. ______________________
2. ______________________
3. ______________________
Informational:
1. ______________________
2. ______________________

	Writing Focus: Inform/Explain

	Unit 1
	Unit 2
	Unit 3

	



	
	




	Module 4 (6 weeks)—Literature/Informational Text—Integration of Ideas
In this module, students will read texts and view media that are related. Students will then think across the texts and media, making connections and comparisons.  The preceding modules have helped students read text deeply, so the integration of knowledge and ideas across texts are now possible.  Students’ writing and speaking will reflect the synthesis and integration of information from multiple sources.

	Enduring Understanding: Collaborative, self-directed learners collect, analyze, and cite specific evidence to formulate questions, construct arguments, make decisions, and change thinking.

	Critical Content:
· There are differences between film and live productions versus text or script (RL8.7)
· There is continual influence of historical literature on later and modern day literary works (RL8.9)
· There are advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums (RI8.7)
· An author’s reasoning and evidence should support the argument (RI8.8)
· Conflicting texts on the same topic can be analyzed by looking at similarities and differences (RI8.9)
· Claims can be used to support an argument in writing (W8.1)
· Narrative writing requires details and sequencing to convey real or imagined experiences (W8.3)
· Questions, including self-generated, can be a starting point for research (W8.7)
· Arguments support claims with reasons and evidence (W8.7)
· Information can be quoted and paraphrased from multiple print and digital sources. Citations are necessary from credible sources (W8.8)
· Evidence from literary or informational text(s) can be used to support writing (W8.9)
· Diverse media can be used to express varying motives. (SL8.2)
· Personal experience and knowledge can help address problems and think analytically (SL8.2)
· Multimedia and visual displays can be used to clarify information, support claims and add interest (SL8.5)

	Skills:
· Evaluate if film, production or drama is faithful to text and when it departs from text (RL8.7)
· Compare and contrast film/production/drama to text or script (RL8.7)
· Evaluate choices made by directors or actors different and/or similar to text (RL8.7)
· Determine themes and patterns of events from myths, traditional stories, religious works including the Bible (RL8.9)
· Understand character types from myths, traditional stories, religious works including the Bible (RL8.9)
· Describe how these older sources of literature are rendered new in modern literature (RL8.9)
· Evaluate print vs. digital text, video and multimedia to present topics and ideas (RI8.7)
· Determine best medium to present topics or ideas(RI8.7)
· Evaluate author’s argument and reasoning based on textual information (RI8.8)
· Assess the validity of reasoning and evidence in support of an argument (RI8.8)
· Identify where texts disagree on facts or interpretations(RI8.9)
· Use experience and knowledge to analyze 2 or more texts with conflicting information (RI8.9)
· Use knowledge of language and logic, and culture to analyze 2 or more texts with conflicting information (RI8.9)
· Think analytically when analyzing two or more texts (RI8.9)
· Address problems creatively and advocate persuasively when analyzing two or more texts(RI8.9)
· provide clear reasons and relevant evidence (W8.1)
· Use real or imagined experience to develop narrative writing (W8.3)
· Use effective narrative techniques (dialogue, pacing, reflection, sentence variety, establish a context, and point of view) (W8.3)
· Answer and generate focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of explorations (W8.7)
· Use search terms effectively (W8.8)
· Assess credibility and accuracy (W8.8)
· Quote or paraphrase data and conclusions of others avoiding plagiarism(W8.8)
· follow standard format for citation(W8.8)
· Analyze and reflect evidence from literary or informational text(s) (W8.9)
· Research evidence from literary or informational text(s) (W8.9)
· Analyze purpose of information in diverse media and format presentations (visually, quantitatively and orally) (SL8.2)
· Evaluate the motive behind diverse media and format presentations (social, commercial, political) (SL8.2)
· Utilize experience, knowledge of language and logic, and culture to think analytically(SL8.2)
· Utilize experience, knowledge of language and logic, and culture to creatively address problems (SL8.2)
· Utilize experience, knowledge of language and logic, and culture to persuasively advocate (SL8.2)
· Clarify information in multimedia and visual displays (SL8.5)
· Strengthen claims and evidence in multimedia and visual displays (SL8.5)
· Add interest to multimedia and visual displays (SL8.5)

	Resources:
1 Extended Text (literature):
2-4 Short Texts
Literature:
1.
2.
3.
Informational:
1.
2.
	Resource Lexiles: (6th-8th grade range--925-1185)
1._____________________
Short Texts
Literature:
1. ______________________
2. ______________________
3. ______________________
Informational:
1. ______________________
2. ______________________

	Writing Focus: Arguments

	Unit 1
	Unit 2
	Unit 3

	



	
	




	Module 5 (6 weeks)—Genre Study (myths, religious works and traditional stories, poems, drama)
In this module, students will engage in a deep study of a particular genre, as suggested by the grade level standards.  Students will learn about the particular elements of the genre, including the language, structure, purpose and conventions that are unique to that particular genre. 

	Enduring Understanding: Collaborative, self-directed learners recognize the distinguishing features of texts in a genre in order to develop a deeper understanding to broaden personal reading experiences.

	Critical Content:
· There is continual influence of historical literature on later and modern day literary works (RL8.9)
· Informational text can have both relevant and irrelevant content (W8.2)
· Narrative writing requires details and sequencing to convey real or imagined experiences (W8.3)
· Questions, including self-generated, can be a starting point for research (W8.7)
· Arguments support claims with reasons and evidence (W8.7)
· Evidence from literary or informational text(s) can be used to support writing (W8.9)

	Skills:
· Analyze themes and patterns of events from myths, traditional stories, religious works including the Bible (RL8.9)
· Understand character types from myths, traditional stories, religious works including the Bible (RL8.9)
· Describe how these older sources of literature are rendered new in modern literature (RL8.9)
· Recognize, analyze and select relevant content, quotations etc. from text (W8.2)
· Organize ideas, concepts, and information into broader categories (W8.2)
· Format information (paragraph, topic sentences, stanzas, graphics, charts, and multimedia etc.) (W8.2)
· Use transitional words, phrases, or clauses to create cohesion (W8.2)
· Use real or imagined experience to develop narrative writing (W8.3)
· Use effective narrative techniques (dialogue, pacing, reflection, sentence variety, establish a context, and point of view) (W8.3)
· Answer and generate focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of explorations (W8.7)
· Analyze and reflect evidence from literary or informational text(s) (W8.9)
· Research evidence from literary or informational text(s) (W8.9)
· Delineate and evaluate arguments and claims in texts, assessing credibility and relevance (W8.9b)

	Resources:
1 Extended Text (informational):
2-4 Short Texts
Literature:
1.
2.
3.
Informational:
1.
2.
	Resource Lexiles: (6th-8th grade range--925-1185)
1._____________________
Short Texts
Literature:
1. ______________________
2. ______________________
3. ______________________
Informational:
1. ______________________
2. ______________________

	Writing Focus: Inform/Explain

	Unit 1
	Unit 2
	Unit 3

	



	


	

	

	
	

	Module 6 (6 weeks)—Literary Analysis
In this module, students will bring together the knowledge and skills from the preceding modules to analyze literature, including making claims and supporting with evidence, interpreting and making connections, and ultimately self-selecting text based on personal preference.

	Enduring Understanding: Collaborative, self-directed learners obtain, analyze, and synthesize information from a variety of resources to express information, change perspectives, clarify thinking, and make informed decisions.

	Critical Content:
· Narratives, poetry and drama can be analyzed artistically and ethically (RL8.11)
· Criteria must be established to classify, select, and evaluate texts(RL8.11)
· Claims can be used to support an argument in writing (W8.1)
· Narrative writing requires details and sequencing to convey real or imagined experiences (W8.3)
· Questions, including self-generated, can be a starting point for research (W8.7)
· Arguments support claims with reasons and evidence (W8.7)
· Information can be quoted and paraphrased from multiple print and digital sources. Citations are necessary from credible sources (W8.8)
· Evidence from literary or informational text(s) can be used to support writing (W8.9)
· Speakers must understand their audience and purpose (SL8.6)

	Skills:
· Interpret, analyze and evaluate literature making connections to texts, cultural views, events, and eras (RL8.11)
· Self-select texts (RL8.11)
· Establish and use criteria to evaluate texts (RL8.11)
· provide clear reasons and relevant evidence (W8.1)
· Use real or imagined experience to develop narrative writing (W8.3)
· Use effective narrative techniques (dialogue, pacing, reflection, sentence variety, establish a context, and point of view) (W8.3)
· Answer and generate focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of explorations (W8.7)
· Use search terms effectively (W8.8)
· Assess credibility and accuracy (W8.8)
· Quote or paraphrase data and conclusions of others avoiding plagiarism(W8.8)
· follow standard format for citation(W8.8)
· Analyze and reflect evidence from literary or informational text(s) (W8.9)
· Research evidence from literary or informational text(s) (W8.9)
· Adjust language based on context and audience (SL8.6)

	Resources:
1 Extended Text (literature):
2-4 Short Texts
Literature:
1.
2.
3.
Informational:
1.
2.
	Resource Lexiles: (6th-8th grade range--925-1185)
1._____________________
Short Texts
Literature:
1. ______________________
2. ______________________
3. ______________________
Informational:
1. ______________________
2. ______________________

	Writing Focus: Arguments
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